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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 

OFFICE  OF  THE  ADJUTANT  GENERAL 
WASHINGTON,  O.C.  iOSVO 


IN  reply  refer  to 


AG DA  (M)  (8  Jul  70)  FOR  0T  UT  702149 


14  July  1970 


SUBJECT :  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned,  Headquarters,  6th  Bat¬ 
talion,  27th  Artillery,  Period  Ending  30  April  1970  (U) 


Thin 


» tains  affecting 


the  r.T'in:-  .  •  defense  of  the  United  ."'tries 

SEE  DISTRIBUTION  !;-  •  -unnr.ing  of  the  ITar  Ago  T,;.wr, 

'  I'Jle  IS,  U.fhCL,  3Cctio~s  7  03  and  794), 
ho  trrr-'nhpfio;:  or  rt'voi.  '.on  of  which  in 
any  manner  to  an,  unauthorized  person  is 
proh'biieJ  by  lav/. 

!.  Subject  report  is  forwarded  for  review  and  evaluation  in  accordance 
with  paragraph  4b,  AR  525-15.  Information  of  actions  initiated  as  a 
result  of  subject  report  should  be  forwarded  to  ACSF0R  0T  UT  within  90 
days  of  receipt  of  covering  letter. 

2.  Information  contained  in  this  report  is  provided  to  insure  appropriate 
benefits  in  the  future  from  lessons  learned  during  current  operations  and 
may  be  adapted  for  use  in  developing  training  material. 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 
HEADQUARTERS  6TH  SATTALXOM,  271M  ARTILLERY 
APO  S«B  Frtftclsco  96289 


atft.-fa.oc  19  May  1570 

S’JEJ'JCT;  Opcrr-tional  Report  of  6th  Battalion,  2?th  Artillozy  (UIC: 

’.•A'EAA)  Period  Ending  30  April  1970,  ICS  CSFOR-65  (ill)  (U) 

1<  (C)  Operr  iion»i  Significant  AotivitieB. 


A.  Corwnnd  Group 


(1)  Tho  6th  Br.ttc.lion,  27th  Artilloiy  r«acir.ed  ftsrignod  to  II  Field 
Fores  Viotncr.  Artillery*  The  orgtinio  hctterieB  cf  the  battalion  where  not 
dotcchod  uiziiit;  this  period. 

(2)  At  tho  end  of  the  reporting  period  the  assigned  personnel 
strength  of  tlao  "br.ttalion  was  under  authorized  strength.  Shortages 
oxiatoc.  in  tho  following  HDS's. 


ires 

isaraai 

^THEORIZED 

..SSIGlulD 

13B20 

Asst  Gunner 

22 

2 

13E20 

FD  Couputcr 

51 

25 

13240 

Rccon  Sgt 

10 

6 

31B20 

FA  D1C  Mech 

2 

0 

63C40 

1-fotor  Sgt 

5 

4 

71120 

Bcttoiy  Clerk 

B 

6 

71T20 

Ifclnt  Data  Sp 

5 

0 

fdc  mnscinm,  shoub'.gb 

MTOE  6-437G  authorizes  each  firing  battery  six  (13E20)  FDC  personnel. 

In  the  event  that  a  battery  is  split  and  two  FDC 1 s  are  required  to 
operate  on  a  24  hour  baslsi  there  is  not  a  sufficient  number  of  trained 
personnel  to  carry  out  the  mission  of  the  FDC  in  an  efficient  and  safe 
manner.  Since  the  batteries  are  structured  to  operate  ir.  a  four  gun 
configuration  it  is  not  considered  feasible  to  further  modify  the  MTOE; 
therefore,  utilizing  sources  within  the  battalion  to  meet  the  additional 
requirement,  survey  qualified  personnel  (MOS  82C20)  have  been  found  to  have 
the  highest  aptitude  area  scores  applicable  to  FDC  operations.  One  of  the 
battalion  survey  teams  was  split  in  order  to  give  each  battery  FDC  an 
additional  three  personnel  for  on-the-job  training.  With  the  exception 
of  one  man  the  survey  personnel  were  successfully  utilized  to  accomplish 
the  FDC's  mission. 


(3)  The  morale  of  the  battalion  remained  high  with  the  R&R  program 
the  biggest  morale  factor.  The  following  is  a  breakdown  of  the  R&K  al- 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


AVTD-lY.-i'.C  19  Iky  1970 

S'JLJDC: t  Cporr.tio.vl  Eoport  of  6th  Bat  1*11  on*  27th  Artillery  ('JIC: 

VUiaiA)  Foriod  Hading  3°  AprtLl  1970,  KT?  CSJCR-65  (81)  (S) 


loo.--  tions. 

stb: 

Australia 
Oo’-j-o 
jr.,vjl:ok 
Sing.  pore 
Hawaii 
Ihipoi 
1-hnila 
Ifcn,-  Kong 


Fj-m.Kr 

ICQJCTD 

20  14 

0  0 

5  4 

6  0 

16  15 

1  1 
2  2 
0  0 


kjci: 

K?i  Risen 

13  12 

C  0 

7  6 

0  0 

0  0 

2  2 

0  0 

2  2 


A  Kilt 
nEQJCCD 

n  ii 
2  2 
6  4 

0  0 
12  10 
3  2 
0  0 
1  1 


(4)  Thoro  ware  no  significant  morale' problems.  There  wore  two 
Spool  r.l  Caurts-Moxtin.  1  during  this  period.  Article  15  pmiohnent  was 
adniniotarod  a  3  shown! 


Fnnrmirf  iritcn  april 

11  9  20 

(5)  Thero  wero  15  WIA  duo  to  hostile  action  during  the  reporting 
period.  This  is  an  increase  of  11  TL-  over  the  lost  reporting  period* 

(6)  Awrxds  ojid  decorations  presented  to  neiibers  of  this  cootnnd 
r.ro  ci3  follows: 

Throe  Branzo  Star  Ilednls  (Valor) 

Id.*/;.-  Bronze  Star  IJadrla  (Achievement) 

Sixteen  UronJa  Star  Mddhls  (Sortiod) 

Six  Aruy  Conuondation  lie  do.  Is  (Achievement) 
irinoty-ono  Amy  Comendr.tion  Ilodals  (Service) 

One  Air  IJodal. 

\7)  Religious  services  ;vere  provided  by  chaplains  fron  the  1st 
A  wiry  a  vision  (All)  and  ths  23d  Artillery  Group  for  all  units. 
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..VFE-FA-7C  19  Hky  1970 

SUBJECT*  Operational  &nxrt  at  6th  Dattalioa*  27th  Artillery  (UXCt 

TMr  5  TosUd  aidioc  5fl  April  1970,  RCS  csp®-65  (Itt)  (tr) 

E.  Opomtlana 

^  At  present,  tho  batterioi  of  the  battalion  cro  located  oo 
shown  in  inclosuro  1. 

At  tho  bc^inninj  of  the  period,  the  nission  of  ea.ch  fiilne  battery  \r.a  t 

Br.ttory  A,  6th  Battalion,  27th  Artillery,  (3S,  II  FF0RCT7V 

Battery  2,  6th  Battalion,  27th  Artillery,  G3,  II  FFORCEV 

Battery  C,  6th  Battalion,  27th  Artillery,  GS,  II  FFORCEV 

(2)  Durinc  this  period  the  battalion  participated  in  several 
operations  and  displocod  units  as  indiw.tsdi 

(a)  Bcttoiy  Lt 

1  On  20  February  1970,  175m  platoon,  depextod  L2  Jake  at  1530 
hours.  Ccatoy  olosed  Quan  loi  at  1550  hours  without  incident. 

2  On  20  February  1970,  175na  platoon,  departed  Qmr.  Loi  at  1445 
hours.  Convoy  olread  Ihuoo  Vinh  at  1915  hours  without  incident. 

y  On  7  IMoh  1970,  175m  platoon,  departed  Hnioc  Vinh.  at  1300 
hours.  Convoy  closod  Qu&n  led  at  1B15  hours  without  incident. 

j.  On  2  April  1970,  8"  platoon,  dopa.rtod  Quan  Loi  at  0055  hours. 
Convoy  closed  Fort  Doficnco  at  1530  hours  without  incident. 

5.  On  15  April  1970,  8"  platoon,  departed  Fort  Defiance  at  1300 
hours.  Convoy  closod  FSB  Paul  (AST.  Burkett)  at  1425  hours  without 
incident. 

6  On  25  April  1970,  175m  platoon,  deported  yuan  Loi  at  0630 
hours.  Convey  olosed  FSB  Ann  1350  hours  without  incident. 

2  On  2f/  April  1970,  175m  platoon,  departed  FS3  Ann  at  1605 
hours.  Ccnvoy  closod  at  Quan  Loi  2057  hours  without  incident. 

'7  On  30  April  1970,  175rx:  platoon,  departed  fhxm  Loi  at  0920 
hours.  Convey  closed  F3B  H"lc  I  at  112C  hours  without  incident. 

(b)  Battery  B: 

J_  On  26  February  1970,  175mm  platoon,  depart'd  Phuoc  Binh  at 
0800  hours.  Convoy  closed  FSB  Candy  at  1630  hours  without  incident. 

2  On  iw  February  1970,  8"  platoon,  departed  FSB  Lee  at  0800  hours. 
Convoy  closed  LZ  Elaine  1620  hours  without  incident. 
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SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  6th  Battalion,  27th  Artillery  (UIC: 

WA1SAA)  Period  Ending  30  April  1970,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (R2)  (U) 


3  On  23  February  1970,  personnel  from  8"  platoon  at  FSB  Elaine 
were  exchanged  with  the  personnel  of  the  8”  platoon,  Battery  C,  at  Song 
Be.  Unit  designations  were  changed,  thus  moving  Battery  B  8"  platoon  to 
Song  Be. 

4  On  26  February  1970,  8"  platoon,  departed  Song  Be  at  0800  hours. 
Convoy  closed  FSB  Candy  at  1630  hours  without  incident. 

5  On  14  March  1970,  Battery  B  departed  FSB  Candy  at  1300  hours. 
Convoy  closed  FSB  Loan  at  1900  hours  without  incident. 

6  On  15  March  1970,  Battery  B  departed  FSB  Loan  at  0800  hours. 
Convoy  closed  FSB  Huong  1445  hours  without  incident. 

2  On  3  April  1970,  Battery  B  departed  FSB  Loan  at  0800  hours. 
Convoy  closed  Song  Be  at  1921  hours  without  incident. 


8  O  On  4,  5  and  6  April  1970,  175mm  platoon,  departed  Song  Be  and 
conducted  artillery  raids  from  YU  188117,  firing  into  the  area  the  battery 
had  departed  on  3  April  1970.  Element  returned  nightly  to  base  camp  at 
Song  Be. 

9  On  16  April  1970,  8"  platoon,  departed  Song  Be  at  1300  hours. 
Convoy  closed  Fort  Compton  1533  hours  without  incident. 


10  On  18  April  1970,  175mm  platoon,  departed  Song  Be  and  conducted 
an  artillery  raid  from  YU  188117,  firing  in  the  vicinity  of  FSB  Huong. 
Convoy  returned  to  Song  Be  closing  at  1630  hours  without  incident. 


(c)  Battery  Gs 

1  on  8  February  1970,  1  Tube,  175m,  doprxtcd  rhuoo  Vinh  with 
soourlty  clcncnt  at  1215  h-ars.  Convoy  alosod  LZ  Bumrd  at  1550  * 
without  incident. 

2  On  8  February  1970,  8"  platoon,  departed  FSB  Jake  at  0800  hours. 
Convoy  cloned  Lai  Khc  at  1750  hours  without  xnoxdont. 

3  On  9  February  1970,  8"  platoon,  dcpr.rtcd  Ir.i  Kho  0300  hours. 
Convoy'  dosed  Pltuoc  Vinh  at  1050  hours  without  Incident. 

L  at  10  February  1970,  175m  platoon  (-)  Vinh  C,t 

0850  hours.  Arrived  LZ  JJunard  at  1105  hour®  without  xncidont. 

i  On  22  February  1970,  8"  platoon,  departed  Ihuoc  Vinh  0850  hours. 
Z juvoy  closed  Song  Be  1850  hours  \dthout  incident. 

6  On  25  February  1970,  as  stated  in  paracraph  E^) (b)(5)  above, 
personal  froa  the  8”  platoon  exchanged  with  the  8"  platoon  of  Tatter;  -- 
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SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  6th  Battalion,  27th  Artillery  (ITXC: 

WA1SAA)  Period  Ending  30  April  1970,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (R2)  (U) 

at  FSB  Elaine.  Unit  designations  were  changed  thua  moving  the  8"  platoon 
of  Battery  C  to  FSB  Elaine. 

2  On  8  March  1970,  8"  platoon,  departed  FSB  Elaine  at  1050  hours. 
Convoy  stopped  enroute  to  LZ  Bunard  and  picked  up  the  175rm  platoon. 

Battery  (intact)  closed  Phuoc  Vinh  at  1930  hours  without  incident. 

8  On  20  March  1970,  8"  platoon.  Battery  C  departed  F'nuoc  Vinh  at  1300 
hours.  Convoy  developed  maintenance  problems  and  closed  FSB  Lobo  at  10OO 
hours . 


9  On  21  March  1970,  8’’  platoon,  departed  FSB  Lobo  at  OS36  hours. 
Convoy  closed  FSB  Thunder  II  at  1307  hours. 

22  On  7  April  1970,  81'  platoon,  converted  from  8"  to  175tTm,  making 
the  Battery  a  complete  175nrn  Battery.  The  platoon  remained  at  FSB  Thunder 
II . 


21  On  28  April,  175mm  platoon,  departed  FSB  Thunder  11  at  1105  hours. 
Convoy  closed  Quan  Loi  at  1500  hours  without  incident. 

12  On  29  April  1970,  175mm  platoon,  departed  Quan  Loi  at  0812  hours. 
Convoy  closed  FSB  Jake  at  1435  hours  without  incident. 

(d)  During  the  period  7-13  February  1970,  Headquarters  and  Head¬ 
quarters  Battery  moved  from  Quan  Loi  to  its  present  location  at  Phu  Loi,  RVN. 

(e)  Service  Battery  moved  from  Long  Binh  to  its  present  location  at  Phu 
Loi  on  14  March  1970. 

(3)  The  following  number  of  missions  were  fired  with  total  amounts 
cf  ammunition  expended  as  indicated  during  the  reporting  period: 


UNIT 

MISSIONS  FIRED 

AMMUNITION  EXPENDED 

175mm 

8" 

Battery 

A,  6/27  Arty 

2742 

3708 

3595 

Battery 

B,  6/27  Arty 

5253 

5356 

7849 

Battery 

C,  6/27  Arty 

2167 

4546 

1714 

TOTALS 

10,162 

13,610 

13,158 

C. 

Training 

(1) 

A  vigorous  and 

continuous  cross  training 

program  of 

personne 1 

was  necessitated  by  extended  period  operations  at  platoon  level  and  a 
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SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  6th  Battalion,  27th  Artillery  (UIC: 
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shortage  in  certain  critical  MOSs.  The  most  significant  skills  developed 
in  this  program  were  Fire  Direction  and  Gun  Section  Chiefs. 

(2)  In-country  schools  were  utilized  to  upgrade  assigned  personnel 
through  attendance  at  Officer  Fire  Direction,  Generator,  and  Driver 
courses  conducted  on  a  battalion  level.  Advanced  training  gained  through 
these  classes  has  enhanced  unit  operations. 

(3)  Assigned  survey  personnel  have  significantly  improved  MOS  skills 
during  this  period  due  to  a  continuing  emphasis  toward  extending  survey 
control  throughout  the  Corps  zone  and  by  extended  operations  at  platoon 
leve  1 . 


(4)  New  arrivals  in  the  unit  have  continued  to  receive  in-country 
replacement  training  within  seven  days  after  arrival.  This  training  has 
provided  a  firm  basis  for  rapid  adaptability  of  the  individual  to  a 
combat  environment. 

(5)  lI-.ndr.tory  trrlning  sub jG0ta: 


SUDJ3CT 

Chr.rr.ctor  Guidnnoo 
Commd  Infomrtion 
Fire  Prevention 
Wocpona  Trc.ining 
'Jen.ponn  Urine 
Intelligence  Training 
no  t:  Booby  Trc.p  Tfr.rfb.ro 
Psychol ogiccJ.  Operations 
Copper  Prrininj 
Hobility  Trrini  'g 
llcclicrl  Trrdning 


REQUIRED  HOURS 

3 

13 

2 

3 

24 

2 

1 

1 

3 

36 

3 


HOURS  COVERED 


3 

13 

2 

5 

24 

2 

1 

1 

3 

36 

3 


D.  Intollironc o 

ll/  Duri’ig  tlie  reporting  period  e.orirl  observers  of  this  bo.ttnlion 
mi  onions  consisting  of  457  hours  which  resulted  in  35 
significant  slgr.tings  end  li  firo  nisr.l onn. 
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SUBJECT:  Opcrr.t:lo;T.l  Eouort  of  6th  Battalion,  27th  Artillery  (UIC: 

HUG:.'.)  Period 'Ending  30  April  1970,  PCS  CSPCH-65  (Hi)  (U) 

(2)  Target  survcillanco  oroditod  this  hr.tto.lion  vrith  11  confimod 
oneny  killed  by  o.r tiller;/  (KB'.)  and  2  posftiblo  KB.-. •  Attacks- againat  • 
hard  target  completes  resulted  in  tlio  b:  tto.lion  destroying  50  bunkers, 

13  hootchcd.  2  bridges,  o.nd  2  o.utccio.tic  weapons  positions,  9  bunkers 
dr.rr.god,  1  hootoh  damaged  1  tunnel  0 ntrano 0  uncovered,  and  3  fighting 
positions  four^cd.  The  battalion  wu s  also  creditod  with  3  secondary 
enrol  o  si  ons. 

(3)  Survey  operations  during  the  reporting  period  established  a  total 
of  Id  orienting  stations  md  thoir  oilonting  lines,  11  battery  and 
platoon  centers,  0  flr.sh  bases  md  1  rr.dr.r  position. 

E.  Logistics  pad  ifr.intqrr.nco.  Tho  battalion  engaged  in  nomal  eu  ply, 
nr.intcir.nco,  md  -.munition  support  and  service  activities  during  tho  reporting 
period.  Daily  air  resupply  of  ell  0 lasses  of  supply  wr.s  made  to  Batter-  B,  6th 
Battalion,  27th  Art!  llory  throughout  tho  period,  Qiily  riLr  rjsupply  also 
rr.de  to  riost  platoons  operating  r.vr.y  fron  the  bottory  corrmnd  poet  during 
s-plit  battery  operations}  Fort’ Defiance,  FSB  Jake,  FSB  ..nn,  FSB  Candy,  FSB 
P-lainc,  FSB  Hbeng,  FSB  Conpton,  end  FSB  Bunard.  luring  the  period  February 
through  Apri I,  the  battalion  successfully  oonplttod  USABV  ClffU'c  of  all 
battcrios  with  ra. tings  of  satisfactory. 

F.  Organioatiori.  Done 

G.  Other. 

(1)  ITedicai.  The  health  of  the  o amend  continuos  to  be  good.  Emphasis 
wr.s  placed  on  sanitation,  and  the  prevention  of  ne.laria  through  classes 
conduct  eel  by  tho  Batta.lion  Surgeon.  Classes  wore  also  presented  on  venereal 
diseases.  The  nodical  non-effective  rate  wr.s  ninir.n.1. 

(2)  Civic  Action*  '  This  battalion  doos  not  have  tho  personnel  or 
°dyi;Ticnt  in  tho  present  configuration  to  handle  all  aspects  of  a  full  KDDCAP/ 
ICAB  program:  there  for  r,  the  battalion  pursues  joint,  action  with  other  units. 
At  present,  tho  battalion  nodical  section  at  I'hu  Eoi  coordinates  with  the  25d 
Arti  11  or,'  Group  in  conducting  HEDCAFG  at  Gadston.  Approximately  100  Viotnnnese 
are  trca.tod  weekly.  Battery  C  nedics  at  Phuoc  Vinh  treat  VietiTinose  of  xhuoc 
Vinh  village  on  a  ue o!:ly  basis.  TMs  is  conducted  on  a  battery  level  with  no 
as-;!  stance  fron  other  unite  at  that  location.  ilbdical  personnel  of  Battery  B 
at  Song  Be  conduct  MADCAPS  tvd.ee  weekly  in  villages  in  that  vicinity.  Approxi- 
rr.toly  J.20  Vietnrjicso  arc  treated  weakly  end  it  is  felt  that  theco  progrona 
are  nest  successful. 

(3)  Communications .  During  the  reporting  period  the  Battalion 
Headquarters  moved  from  Quan  Loi  to  Phu  Loi.  This  move  extended  the  range 
of  the  battalion  FM  communications  to  the  point  that  it  was  necessary  to 
establish  a  permanent  relay  on  Nui  Ba  Ra .  Communications  improved;  however, 
to  increase  both  range  and  transmission  capabilities,  it  was  necessary  to 
install  a  retransmission  capability  at  the  relay  site.  This  has  greatly 


7 

CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 

avtt-f.;-bc  19  I*y  1970 
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aided  in  inpry-iag  F.I  c uimunioati ona  and  has  doubled  tho  rango  of  our  HI 
capabilities. 

2.  (C)  To  r  gya  jVf-.rw.cd.t  Coorjftv.dor's  Obaoivations^^ w-ahr. tlonc,  and 

Rrecrryayiatlv.  s« 

:\s  lorsonnol.  Ilono 

B*  Op  orations. 

(1)  Verification  of  artillery  lay. 

(a)  Olo'JtVATIOiTij »  In  a  6 400  nil  onvironor.t  vrhoro  artillory  p'xeccn  aro 
relayed  and  an  aiming  point  ro-ostablishod  for  each  a  si  ruth ,  extreme  caro 
nust  bo  taken  aa  thoro  is  ho  ror.1  chock  of  the  lay  by  the  gun  othor  than  by 
azimuth  markers , 

(b)  BVALIT.TIOiT .  It  ia  tho  responsibility  of  tho  Dr.tt cry  Executive 
to  Jay  tho  battery  far  direction.  In  nary  arcaa  this  is  do  no  mechanically 
and  without  conscious  consideration  of  tho  final  results.  An  objective  exami¬ 
nation  of  tho  0-D200  nil  lino  of  tho  Aiming  Circle  and  a  quick  chock  af  the 
line  of  natal  with  a  compass  will  provide  an  accurate  aid  responsible  chock 

of  the  work  with  tho  Aiming  Circle. 

(c)  RECOtrSiTIl'.IIOIf:  That  all  battery  of  fie  ore  bo  reminded  of  thoir 
responsibilities  in  laying  end  referring  and  tint  they  bo  encouraged  to  make 
a  habit  of  an  objective  chcok  of  the  lay  at  frequent  intervals. 

(2)  C hocks  on  .'  YUS. 

(a)  OPSERVATIOiT.  Till s  battalion  narrowly  aissed  a  corious  accident  duo  to 
a  niosing  pivot  pin  on  an  A VLD, 

(b)  EVA.^AEI Tho  AVID  has  two  (2)  critical  pivot  points  when  emplaced 
(sot;  diagram;.  T.  .0  pivot  pins  sliould  le  checked  oach  time  tho  bridge  is 
emplaced  as  they  ha. a.-  n  tendency  to  vi orate  loose. 

^ - Top  Pivot  Fin  (Missing) 

t-  —  Center  of  bridge 

,  _  '  _ - Bettor.  Pivot  Pin. _ ; 

(c)  RECOMMEND ATI  ON .  That  all  convoy  commander s  and  responsible  personnel 
concerned  with  use  of  AVLB  be  briefed  on  this  hazard  and  that  an  officer 
personally  check  the  pins  prior  to  loading  the  bridge. 

(I)  Fan  Belts  for  M107/ML10  Track 

(a)  OBSERVATION .  Many  of  the  problems  presently  existing  with  the  fan 
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belts  on  the  M107/M110  can  be  alleviated  by  proper  Installation  and 
maintenance . 

(b)  EVALUATION .  Proper  Installation  of  fan  belts  calls  for  pre-stressing 
by  running  the  engine  at  12,000  RPM  (approximate)  for  five  minutes  and  then 
readjusting  the  tension.  In  addition,  belts  will  last  much  longer  if 
drivers  are  cautioned  against  excessive  racing  of  the  engine  to  reduce 
strain  on  the  fan  belts. 

(c)  RECOMMENDATION .  That  concerned  personnel  review  proper  installation 
procedures  and  that  all  drivers  and  Section  chiefs  be  advised  of  the  adverse 
effects  of  sudden  acceleration. 

(4)  Underground  Field  Fortifications. 

(a)  OBSERVATION.  When  occupying  fire  support  bases,  it  is  necessary  to 
construct  both  personnel  bunkers  and  storage  bunkers.  Terrain  permitting, 
the  underground  bunker  provides  the  best  security  for  both  personnel  and 
ammunition. 

(b)  EVALUATION.  Because  of  the  additional  heavy  equipment  required  for 
protective  bunkers,  i.e.,  heavy  timbers,  culverts,  PSP,  engineer  stakes,  etc., 
extra  transportation  must  be  available.  A  minimum  of  two  five-ton  trucks 

is  required  for  this  transportation.  With  the  number  of  vehicles  presently 
assigned  by  MTOE,  it  is  impossible  to  secure  sufficient  vehicles  to  transport 
the  battery  equipment  plus  the  additional  material  required  for  bunkers  and 
storage  revetments. 

(c)  RECOMMENDATT ON .  That  each  firing  battery  be  authorized  two  five- 
ton  trucks  to  transport  the  additional  materials  required  when  occupying  a 
fire  support  base. 

(5)  Towing  capal'lities  are  minimal  when  heavy  artillery  batteries  are 
operating  at  platoon  1  l. 

(a)  OBSERVATION.  c  has  been  noted  during  platoon  level  operations 
that  towing  capabilities  are  inadequate. 

(b)  EVALUATION.  Due  to  the  shortage  of  M578's,  heavy  artillery  units 
must  depend  on  the  primary  weapon  as  a  towing  means.  Tow  cables  have 
proven  inadequate  when  towing  distances  exceeding  1  kilometer.  At  present, 
no  tow  bars  are  authorized  for  the  firing  batteries. 

(c)  RECOMMENDATI ONS .  One  tow  bar  for  each  heavy  artillery  platoon  be 
authorized. 
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(6)  Improvement  of  FM  Radio  Communications 

(a)  OBSERVATION.  Due  to  the  increased  communications  range,  normal 
FM  communications  were  not  satisfactory  within  this  battalion. 

(b)  EVALUATION.  It  was  necessary  to  improve  the  battalion  FM 
communications  to  maintain  control  of  our  firing  elements.  To  aid  in  this 
improvement,  a  relay  was  placed  on  Nui  Ba  Ra,  Song  Be.  This  proved  help¬ 
ful,  but  still  did  not  provide  the  maximum  in  communications  for  control 
of  all  elements.  Radio  set  AN/VRC  49  was  installed  at  the  relay  site 
giving  this  battalion  retransmission  capabilities.  This  has  proved  a 
great  aid  in  communications  and  has  doubled  our  broadcast  range. 

(c)  RECOMMENDATION ■  It  is  recommended  that  each  heavy  artillery 
battalion  be  issued  one  radio  set  AN/VRC  49  to  aid  and  improve  long  range 
communications. 

8.  Training*  None 

D.*  Intelligence*  Hone 

£.  Logistics  and  Mrintcmnoe.  Hone 

F  •  Otrgnrd.  zation.  None 

0,  Other*  None 
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AVFB-FAC  (19  May  70)  1st  Ind 

SUBJECT i  Operational  Report  of  Headquarters,  6th  Battalion,  27  Artillery 
for  Period  Ending  30  April  70.  RCS  CSFOR-65  (R2)  (U) 

JA,  HEADQUARTERS,  II  FIELD  FORCE  VIETNAM  ARTILLERY,  APO  96266 

TO:  Commanding  General,  II  Field  Force  Vietnam,  ATTN:  AViTsC-hE,  AI-C  962% 

This  headquarters  has  reviewed  the  quarterly  report  of  the  6tR  Battalion, 
27th  Artillery  and  concurs  in  operations  and  lessons  learned  as  reported. 

r'ara  2  B (4)  Additional  vehicles  may  be  obtained  through  KTO'L  action  or 
temporary  loan.  During  the  latter  portion  of  the  reporting  period  5 “ton 
trucks  were  readily  available  on  a  temporary  loan  basis  and  the  batta¬ 
lion  requested  and  received  3  5- ton  trucks. 

FO:.  THE  C  C.  MANSER  i- 


LTC,  FA 
Adjutant 


AVFBOJUE  (19  May  70}  2d  Ind 

■SUBJECT!  Operational  Reoort  of  Headquarters,  6th  Battalion.  27th  Artillery 
for  Period  Ending  30  April  1970,  RCS  CSft»-65  (R2)  (U) 

DA,  Hi,  II  WFORGEV,  APO  3a n  Francisco  96266  4  JUN  1970 

fHRUt  Comanding  General,  US  Army  Vietnam,  ATTN*  AVHGC(DST),  APO  96375 

Coonander-In-Chisf,  US  Aragr  Pacific,  ATTNi  GPCP-uf,  APO  96553 

I'Ot  Assistant  Gliief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department  of  the 
Army,  Washington,  D.C.  20310 

1.  (U)  This  headquarters  has  reviewed  the  Operational  Report  -  Lessons 
Learned  for  the  quarterly  period  ending  30  April  1970  from  Headquarters, 

6th  Battalion,  27th  Artillery  and  concurs  with  the  comments  of  the  indorsing 
headquarters. 

2.  (U)  Additional  comments  follow! 

a.  Reference  item  concerning  "Towing  Capabilities  for  Heavy  Artillery 
When  Operating  at  Platoon  Level",  page  8,  paragraph  2b(5).  The  self  propelled 
artillery  weapon  should  be  used  as  a  recovery  vehicle  only  in  an  emergency. 
Unit  is  being  advised  to  suianit  a  request  for  HOE  change  for  consideration. 

b.  Reference  item  concerning  "Improvement  of  FM  Radio  Connunicaticns", 
page  10,  paragraph  2b(6).  Unit  ia  being  advised  to  submit  a  request  for 
i'-f OB  change  for  consideration. 

fC.i  THE  CU' .ADDER* 


CFi 

CO,  II  A’uROiSV  Arty 
CO,  6th  Bn,  27th  Arty 


w.  c.  bartel,, 
cpt,  ACC 
Asst  AG 


a 


AVHGC-DST  (19  May  70 )  3d  Ind 

SUBJECTi  Operational  Report  of  6th  Battalion,  27th  Artillery  (UICi 
VA1SAA)  Period  Ending  30  April  1970,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (Rl)  (U) 

HEADQUARTERS,  UNITED  STATES  ARMY,  VIETNAM,  APO  San  Francisco  96375  1  '' 

TO i  Coaaander  in  Chief,  United  States  Aray,  Pacific,  ATTNt  GPOP-DT, 

APO  96558 

This  headquarters  has  reviewed  the  Operational  Report -Lessons  Learned 
for  the  quarterly  period  ending  30  April  19?0  froa  Headquarters,  6th 
Battalion,  27th  Irtillery  and  concurs  with  the  coaaents  of  Indorsing 
headquarters . 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER 1 


V  „|. 

Aibs.sU"'  «-j  ■  J 

CFi 

HQ,  6th  Bn,  27th  ARTY 
HQ,  IIFFV 


■  ■ 

SLSC  -  '■  •*'« 


\y 


Jr 


n> 


GPOP-DT  (19  May  70)  4th  Ind  (U) 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  HQ,  6th  Battalion,  27th  Artillery  for 
Period  Ending  30  April  1970,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (R2)  (U) 

HQ,  US  Army,  Pacific,  APO  San  Francisco  96558  1  JUL  70 

TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department  of  the 
Army,  Washington,  D.  C.  20310 

This  headquarters  concurs  in  subject  report  as  indorsed. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF: 


2LT.  AGO 

As at  AG 
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Battery  Locations: 

At  present,  the  bacterles  of  the  battalion  are  located  as  shown  below: 

8"  Howitzer  Platoon,  Battery  A,  6th  Bn  27th  Arty,  XT541845  (FSB  Burkett) 
175n*n  Gun  Platoon,  Battery  A,  6th  Bn  27th  Arty,  XT697926  (FSB  Eagle  I) 

8"  Howitzer  Platoon,  flattery  B,  6th  Bn  27th  Arty,  YU053152  (FSB  Compton) 
175trm  Gun  Platoon,  Battery  B,  6th  Bn  27th  Arty,  YU140070  (Song  Be) 

175mm  Gun  Platoon,  Battery  C,  6th  Bn  27th  Arty,  XT628812  (FSB  Jake) 

175mm  Gun  Platoon,  Battery  C,  6th  Bn  27th  Arty,  XT971496  (Phuoc  Vlnh) 

HHD ,  6th  Bn  27th  Arty,  XT850140  (Phu  Loi) 

Service  Battery  6th  Bn  27th  Arty,  XT850140  (Phu  Loi) 
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Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned,  HQ,  bth  Battalion,  27th  Artillery 


OEtCftifnvs  ROTH  f  Typ*  #f  rmpmn  m\4  ***!«#«  J»»  4mt**) 

unit  engaged  ir,  counterinsurgency  operations.  1  Feb  70  to  30  Apr  70. 


Momu  ;Fint  mm.  Mioar#  tnntst.  i*»t 


CO,  bth  3attalion,  27th  Artillery 


19  Mav  1970 


DD  /.T..I473 


*«.  ORItiF»*TOK'i  HIPOHI  Ni)Mh(  WIT.' 


»k.  OTHER  REPOST  NOISI  (Any  otAmt  nufiMri  €/»•»  -Mr  6*  MNIfnaO 
thi  m  report) 


\*  IPONJOHINC  MIUITNSV  ACTIVITV 


OACSFOR,  DA,  Washington,  D.C.  20310 
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